[Effect of levamisole hydrochloride on advanced and recurrent breast cancer--LMS randomized controlled study of a group responding to CAF (cyclophosphamide, adriamycin, and 5-FU) therapy].
The effect of levamisole HCL on advanced and recurrent breast cancer was investigated cooperatively by a randomized controlled study using envelope method. Patients with advanced and recurrent breast cancer who had showed either complete response or partial response to the previous CAF therapy (cyclophosphamide 100 mg/body/day p.o. from day 1 to 14, adriamycin 30 mg/body/day i.v. on day 1 and 8, 5-FU 500 mg/body/day i.v. on day 1 and 8) were entered in this study and divided randomly into a control group and a levamisole group. No further treatment was given to patients of the control group until they fell into progressive disease. Patients of the levamisole group were given the drug at a daily dose of 150 mg for 3 consecutive days every fortnight. Fifty-nine cases were entered in this protocol, but 9 cases of them were ruled out as exclusions or dropouts. Therefore, the number of eligible cases was 31 in the levamisole group and 19 in the control group. Both the duration of remission and the survival time were significantly (p less than 0.05) prolonged in the levamisole group compared with the control group. There was no difference in side effects between these two groups.